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Art in NATURE

Owl’s perch; BY JACQUELINE BECKER / PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF
JACQUELINE BECKER FINE ARTS CONSULTING SERVICES

wind gauge;
and sundial.

On a bluff high above the Pacific
Ocsan south of San Francisco, the
Calfomia Coastal Tral offers
stunning panoramic views of the
ocean  below and the distant
horzon. Primarly a parkland for
walkers, bikers, birders, and all
manner of wildife, this carefully
maintaned sanctuary also serves
as a front yard for homeowners
blessed to lve about the Tral A
chance encounter at an IFDA event
introduced ma to a couple budding
a new home here, Thus began a
four year dream project to fumish
at for highly adventuresome,
vissonary clents, Three works of art

were commssioned  for their
enchanting outdoors. “WOLANTE MOON" BY SCULFTOR RIGHARD ERDMAN




“Great art picks up

where nature ends.”
-Marc Chagall

AVIAM GEOMETRY™ BY GEORGE SHERWOOD

The selection of the perfect art often starts
with falling m love. For these clients, a inp fo
the Lowwre n Pans where they were
enthralled by the dramatic movement of the
180 BC Hellenistic "Winged Victory of
Samothrace” sernved 1o
airbome aesthetic they sought to find in a
contemporary  sculpture to  adom  their
expansive view of the coastal tral.

gstablish  the

Tha Vermnont sculptor Richard Erdman was
commissioned to create *Volante Moon®,
Carved from a fve-ton block of Carara
Bardigio marble prized for its rich
varegated gray and white patternng, it
lakes s name from the Halan word for
flying, as its winged form captures the
the Samothrace
mastarpiece and the flight of numerous band
speces of the Coastal Trail

essence  of  both

The sculptor and |, together with the
architects Walker / Wamer and tha land-
scape archiects Luitsko Associates,
determmned the ideal site; poised between
land and sea, as f about 1o take fight over
the Pacfic Ocean. Not only is the marble
sculpture  postioned in perfect  harmony
with the destant honzon, but it can also be
seen upon entenng the home, offerng a
thrlling focal point of the structure's sight
lines. The sculpture and its black granite
base were dramatically arlifted into place
via crane with the assistance of Ship/Ar
International. Lighting for evening wiewing
was embedded nio the base as weall as the

surrounding plantings.

While “Volante Moon" was selected to
engage an expansve vista, a more intimate
sculpture site was creatod by a closterad
comdor of land nestled between the
home's three component structures, Al
seven feet  tall  sculptor  George
Sherwood's “Avian Geometry” commands
the spacells stanless steael kinetic arms,
animated by the



wind, swoop high and low and round and round,
catching flashes of California.

Lastly, the home's roof deck was graced with a
functional sculpture, a Porter Garden Telescope.
Despite its quant design based on an early 1920's
garden telescope, the Porter Telescope offers a
powerful tool for celestial explorations, a passion of the
homecwners.

Access to the roof deck is via a dramatic circular
stairwell with illuminated beaded glass treads. We
sought to create a thematic connection between this
extraordinary rooftop access and the home's interior.
Prichard Design festooned the walls in the home's
adjacent stairwell with a site-specihic wall relief of white
porcelain entitled “Luna.” Evocative of the surface of the
moon, Luna creates beaubtiful, soft, white-on-white
patterns and shadows, and hints at the adventures to be
had once you ascend the stairs to the roof dack,

All three sculptures’ mediums were selected in part for




their ability to withstand coastal winds and salt air. Each needs only light maintenance and is very much a part
of the home’s rhythms. “Volante Moon™ can be seen surrounded by grazing sheep brought to harvest the dry
grasses that pose a seasonal fire risk, or as a perch for visiting owls. The kinetic “Avian Geometry™ is an
informal wind velocity gauge. The Porter Garden Telescope also serves as a sundial.

As the great Russian and French modernist artist Marc Chagall famously said, “Great art picks up where nature
ends.”



